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1 CORINTHIANS 4:16-17

puls pastoral protéges

TALES OF TIMOTHY AND TITUS: FIRST-CENTURY TRUTHS FOR THE 215" CENTURY

During this session students will—

e Discover how the lives of Paul, Timothy, and Titus intertwine and affect
each other.
e Evaluate their own spiritual heritage and plan their spiritual legacy.

B THE BIG IDEA

Both Timothy and Titus were pastors. They were very different from each other, yet God used both of them. God
can also use you regardless of your background, gender, financial status, age, or anything else. The truths Paul
shared in his letters to these two men will help everyone who reads them.

DID YOU KNOW?
WHAT’S A PASTORAL EPISTLE?

For around 200 years, “Pastoral Epistle” has been used to describe the grouping of 1 Timothy,
2 Timothy, and Titus. These three books of the Bible go together like the flavors in Neapolitan
ice cream.

M BACKGROUND CHECK

It is generally agreed that these books were written in this order—1 Timothy, Titus, and then 2 Timothy. The
most likely scenario is that Paul was released from prison in Rome (as we last see him in Acts 28). After a few years
of freedom, he was recaptured and finally killed in Rome. It’s during these last three or four years of his life and
ministry that Paul wrote the Pastoral Epistles. If 1 Timothy and Titus were written during the last leg of his race,
2 Timothy was written as he approached the finish line. It is often referred to as his “last will and testament.”

Because they are so unlike the other Bible books Paul wrote—the vocabulary is very distinct, plus they were
written to a person and not directly to a church (although they were to be used by the Church)—some scholars
argue that he must not have written these three books. However, these contrasts simply indicate that these books
were written for different purposes. We write a letter to a friend differently than we do a letter to our senator or a
letter to the editor of the local paper. So it is with the Pastoral Epistles—they were written for the benefit of the
church where Timothy and Titus had been assigned to work, but they were also within God’s plan for the entire
body of believers that would come and be part of the Church.
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OPENING

Option 1: Great Partners

You'll need—

* Copies of Great Partners Matching Game (page 13), one for each pair of students
* Pen or pencil for each pair

* Candy bar prize for the winners

Ask students to pair off and then hand out copies of Great Partners Matching Game (page 13) and a pen or pencil
to each twosome. Students should work together to complete the repro page; give them just two or three minutes to
do so. Then go over the following answers with the group and award a candy bar prize to the team with the most
correct answers: 1-R; 2-Q; 3-K; 4-N; 5-L; 6-T; 7-P; 8-J; 9-S; 10-B; 11-O; 12-A; 13-C; 14-F; 15-U; 16-G; 17-D;
18-M; 19-H; 20-1; 21-E.

Transition with something like this—

This was a fairly easy activity to do because all the partners on the list are not only well-known in their own right,
but they are also known for being together. When you think of Paul, you should also think of his various ministry
partners: Silas, Barnabas, Timothy, and Titus. Timothy and Titus stand out among even his closest associates because
Paul wrote individual letters to each of them, which are included in our Bible. The books of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy,
and Titus are a trilogy and are referred to as the Pastoral Epistles.

Option 2: What Do You Look for in FRIENDS?

You’'ll need—
* Copies of What Do You Look for in FRIENDS? (page 14), one for each student

* Pen or pencil for each student

This activity will help your students think about the characteristics they look for—or maybe should look for—in
their friends, as well as the kind of friend they should be to others. Pass out the What Do You Look for in
FRIENDS? (page 14) and ask students to read the instructions before giving them five to 10 minutes to write down
their answers. (Encourage them to write two answers for each letter if they have the time.)

Afterward you can transition with something like this—

When you think of Paul, you should also think of his various ministry partners: Silas, Barnabas, Timothy, and Titus.
Timothy and Titus stand out among even his closest associates because Paul wrote individual letters to each of them,
which are included in our Bible. The books of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus are a trilogy and are referred to as
the Pastoral Epistles.

READ IT IN GOD’S WORD

In order for students to fully appreciate the relationships these men shared with each other, use the “Background
Check” section, in addition to the following information, to explain some of the behind-the-scenes facts that
intertwine and affect the lives of Paul, Timothy, and Titus.

Jesus and Paul

* Jesus sent out 72 of his followers in groups of two to minister to people. Paul continued this tradition by having
many people help him in ministry and life: Barnabas, Silas, Luke, Mark, Apollos, Epaphroditus, and Aquila. The
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women included Priscilla, Lydia, Euodia, and Syntyche—and a lot of other women and men with names that are
hard to pronounce.

* Jesus had his disciples, but of these 12 men, he had an inner circle of John, Peter, and James. And among these
three, John had the closest relationship with Jesus—he calls himself “the disciple Jesus loved.” Paul’s inner circle
would include Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, and Titus. But of them all, Timothy had the closest relationship with Paul.

Timothy and Titus

* We know very little about Titus. He was a Gentile believer who ministered and traveled with Paul (Galatians 2:1-3).
He served in the troubled church in Corinth (2 Corinthians 8:16-24). Titus is last mentioned as being in Dalmatia
(2 Timothy 4:10), or modern-day Yugoslavia, and tradition says he eventually returned to Crete and served there
until his death.

* We don’t know for certain, but it’s reasonable to think of Timothy as being between the ages of 15 and 19 when
he joined Paul in Acts 16. Therefore, he could have been around 30 or 34 years old when he was doing ministry
in Ephesus.

ACTIVITY
INTERNSHIP IMAGINATION: BECOMING PROFESSIONAL IN YOUR PROFESSION

You’'ll need—
* Copies of Internship Imagination (page 15) for each student
* Pen or pencil for each student

Hand out the Internship Imagination page (page 15) and something to write with while you read the following
instructions—

What do you want to be when you grow up? You've been asked that question throughout your life. Now imagine you
get to choose someone—uwho is now either living or dead—rto instruct you as to how to do the professions that are listed
on this sheet. Who would you choose to be your instructor in each profession? Write down your answers.

When the activity is completed, ask students to break into smaller groups and explain to each other why they chose
the person they did for their dream internship. Or ask a few students to share their responses with the entire group.
Then ask, What are the benefits and responsibilities of being mentored by someone great?

* The key is to follow someone worth following. Timothy and Titus partnered with Paul in his ministry, and
they learned from him how to be a Christian and how to be a minister or a pastor. It was very similar to what we
would call an internship today. Now Timothy is going to mentor others by going to Corinth to represent Paul
and his ministry.

* Ask a student to read this passage for the group—

“I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. I
have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. For everyone looks out for his own interests,
not those of Jesus Christ. But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has
served with me in the work of the gospel” (Philippians 2:19-22).

* “T have no one else like him”—Timothy is distinct. He stood out among the other followers of Christ. “The
brothers...spoke well of him” (Acts 16:2). Would the adults in your church speak well of you? Would the adults in
your church speak well of your youth ministry? Why or why not?

* “Who takes a genuine interest in your welfare”—Timothy cares for others. How well do you care for others?

* “But you know that Timothy has proved himself”—Timothy had a proven track record. Not just with Paul but
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with other believers as well. How can you become more reliable?

* “Because as a son with his father”—Timothy is like a son to Paul. Paul never had children, but he refers to
Timothy and Titus as sons. Do you have a spiritual father or mother who cares for you?

* “He has served with me in the work of the gospel”—Timothy is a servant of the gospel. All believers should serve
in the work of the gospel in whatever way God has designed them.

* Ask a student to read this passage for the group—

“Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus along also. I went in
response to a revelation and set before them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. But I did this privately to
those who seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was running or had run my race in vain. Yet not even Titus, who was
with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek” (Galatians 2:1-3).

* Titus was a living illustration of grace! Acts 15:1-19 tells the full story (even though Titus is not mentioned).
Timothy came from a mixed heritage, but Titus was not Jewish in any way. Believers of that day tried to combine
their traditions of Judaism with their faith in Christ and his grace. It couldn’t be done. They wanted non-Jews to
be circumcised to prove they were believers. Titus was not circumcised because grace had arrived, and when grace
is present, you don’t add anything to the recipe of salvation.

ACTIVITY
LIFE TIME LINE CHART

You'll need—

* Two-sided copies of Timothy’s Time Line and Four Things That Change You (pages 16-17) for each student
* Pen or pencil for each student

* Blank half sheets of paper for each student

Hand out copies of Timothy’s Time Line (page 16) to your students and ask them to take a few minutes to
read it individually. As they’re looking it over, you may want to highlight a few of the items on the time line.
Now ask them to turn their pages over to the side called Four Things That Changed You (page 17). Say
something like—

You will pretty much be the same person you are today two, five, 10, even 20 years from now—except for the
Jfollowing four things:

1. Places you go

2. People you know

3. Experiences that cause you to grow

4. Books that cause you to grow

Give students five minutes to write their answers for each item.

Now...using the half pieces of paper you provide for them, your students should use their responses to create
a time line for their own lives. The hope is that by working on this project, the students will be able to take a step
back and not only see how far God has brought them, but also realize that he isn’t done with them yet.

LIVE IT IN YOUR WORLD
Say something like—

Timothy had a rich spiritual history through his mother and grandmother; but being from a Gentile family, Titus
did not have this privilege. God used both men, but one benefited from a godly legacy. What kind of legacy will you

leave?
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Read Jonathan Edward’s Legacy (page 18) aloud to your group. Now say—

We talked earlier abour WHAT you want to be when you grow up. Now we want to figure our WHO you want to
be when you grow up. Use the back of the half sheets of paper—or the internship repro pages we did earlier—and

respond to these instructions.

1. Name four places you think would change you if you visited them.

2. List four people with the potential to have a great impact on your life over the next couple of years.
3. Briefly describe four “mountaintop” experiences that you'd like to have.

4. List four ways that “valley” experiences might occur in your future.

5. List four books that youve heard good things about and want to read.

(Note: You could also project these questions onto a screen or blank wall using PowerPoint or an overhead for all

the kids to see.)

PUT IT IN YOUR HEART
The brothers. ..spoke well of [Timothy] (Acts 16:2).

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS

1. Would your lifestyle remind people of a life in Christ Jesus?

2. Who is your best friend and why?

3. Do you have different best friends depending on where you are—school, work, church, or
after-school activities?

Do you have an older person who is your primary mentor or encourager for your faith?

Who helps you grow in your faith?

How do they help you in your faith?

Who would you choose to be your mentor about how to be successful? Explain.

Who would you choose to be your mentor about how to be spiritual? Explain.

RSN A

Do you need a spiritual mentor?

10. Do you feel more like Timothy (strong Christian family) or Titus (mixed spiritual heritage)?

11. Do you have a spiritual parent in your life? (A spiritual parent is someone who looks after you
spiritually the same way your parents look after you otherwise.)

12. What are the benefits of being someone’s apprentice?

13. Good training doesn’t equal perfection, but it does allow you to be more prepared. What are

you doing in your life now to prepare for the future?

CLOSING PRAYER
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GREAT PARTNERS MATCHING GAME

On the line to the left of each numbered person below, write down the letter that appears
next to the name of each person’s buddy, pal, sidekick, or partner in crime from the right-

hand column.

—_

Moe

. Batman

. Snoopy

. Chris Farley
J.Lo

. Calvin

. Spider-Man
. Mickey

N R N R ) W VA B SN SV oS

. Popeye

_.
e

Tom

—_
ju—

. Bonnie

—
[\

. Simon

—
IS8

. Bert

—
B

. Will
. Ken
. Jack

—
3 & &

. Jay Leno

—
o

. Lassie

—
Ne

. The Lone Ranger

[\
(@)

. Laurel

. Abbott

\®)
—_

P

I O =nm = 0O 0 = »

C B v PO v O Z 2 - R -

Randy and Paula
Huck

Ernie

Kevin Eubanks
Costello

Grace

Jill

Tonto

Hardy

Minnie

Charlie Brown
Too many to count
Timmy

David Spade
Clyde

Mary Jane
Robin

Larry and Curly
Olive

Hobbes

Barbie

From Creative Bible Lessons in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus by Len Evans. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in buyer’s own youth group.

©2004 by Youth Specialties. www.YouthSpecialties.com
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WHAT DO YOU LOOK FOR IN FRIENDS?

Create a personalized acronym for the word FRIENDS. Use words that begin with each
capitalized letter to create a list of seven different qualities that you believe are important for
any friend to have—including yourself. Use two words for each letter if you have time.

F

From Creative Bible Lessons in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus by Len Evans. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in buyer’s own youth group.
©2004 by Youth Specialties. www.YouthSpecialties.com
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INTERNSHIP IMAGINATION

Becoming Professional in Your Profession

What do you want to be when you grow up? You’ve been asked that question throughout
your life; now imagine you get to choose someone who is living or dead to instruct you as to
how to work in the following professions. Who would you choose to be your instructors? Put
a star next to the profession that you would consider to be your dream internship.

Profession Professional

Chef

Actor

Politician

Athlete

Minister

Businessperson

Doctor

Artist

Musician

Songwriter

Teacher

Other

From Creative Bible Lessons in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus by Len Evans. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in buyer’s own youth group.
©2004 by Youth Specialties. www.YouthSpecialties.com
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TIMOTHY’S TIME LINE

* Grandmother and mother had sincere faith. (2 Timothy 1:5) People

* Father probably was not a believer. (Acts 16:1) People

* He was taught the Scriptures from infancy. (2 Timothy 3:15) Book

* Lived in Lystra during the last leg of Paul’s first missionary journey. (Acts 14) Places

* Salvation: Paul may have led Timothy to Christ. No text proves that, but the phrase #rue son implies
it. Others believe that Timothy could have been one of the first “second-generation” Christians, and
Timothy’s mother led him to faith. Experiences

* Developed a good reputation among the believers. (Acts 16:1-2) Experiences

* Joins Paul on his second missionary journey. (Acts 16:3) Experiences and People

¢ He served in Berea, Macedonia, and Thessalonica. (Acts 17:14; Acts 19:22; 1 Thessalonians 3:2)
Experiences and Places

* Rejoined Paul in Corinth. (1 Corinthians 4:17) Experiences and People
* Served the church in Philippi. (Philippians 2:19-24) Experiences and Places

* He was with Paul and others when he said goodbye to the elders of Ephesus, the church he’d later
serve. (Acts 20) Experiences and People

* Six of Paul’s epistles include Timothy in the greetings. (2 Corinthians, Philippians, Colossians,
1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, Philemon) Experiences and Places

* He received letters from Paul, which we call 1 and 2 Timothy. Books

* Tradition says that Timothy was martyred in Ephesus for opposing the false worship of the goddess
Diana. Experiences

From Creative Bible Lessons in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus by Len Evans. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in buyer’s own youth group.
©2004 by Youth Specialties. www.YouthSpecialties.com
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FOUR THINGS THAT CHANGED YOU

Fill in the following blanks.

1. Places you go
List four places that changed you:

2. People you know
List four people who've had the deepest impact on you:

3. Experiences that cause you to grow
Name four “mountaintop” experiences you've had:

Name four “valley” experiences you've had:

4. Books that cause you to grow
List four books that changed how you think:

From Creative Bible Lessons in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus by Len Evans. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in buyer’s own youth group.
©2004 by Youth Specialties. www.YouthSpecialties.com
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JONATHAN EDWARDS’ LEGACY

By Mark Merrill

Have you thought about your legacy lately? In case you haven’t, let’s start with the basics: Webster’s Dictionary says
a legacy is something handed down from one who has gone before.

Jonathan Edwards was born in 1703 in East Windsor, Connecticut. He attended Yale University at age 13 and
later went on to serve as president of the College of New Jersey (now Princeton).

Edwards and his wife Sarah had 11 children. Despite a rigorous work schedule that included rising as early as
4:30 a.m. to read and write in his library, extensive travels, and endless administrative meetings, he always made
time for his children. Indeed he committed to spending at least one hour a day with them. And what if he missed
a day because he was traveling? He diligently made up the hour when he returned.

Numerous books have been written about Edwards’ life, his work, his influence on American history, and his
powerful professional legacy. But the legacy that Edwards would probably be most proud of is his legacy as a father.

The scholar Benjamin B. Warfield of Princeton has charted the 1,394 known descendents of Edwards. What
he found was an incredible testament to Jonathan Edwards. Of his known descendents there were 13 college
presidents, 65 college professors, 30 judges, 100 lawyers, 60 physicians, 75 army and navy officers, 100 pastors, 60
authors of prominence, 3 United States senators, 80 public servants in other capacities, including governors and
ministers to foreign countries, and one vice president of the United States.

The story of Jonathan Edwards is an example of what some sociologists call the five-generation rule. How
a parent raises their child—the love they give, the values they teach, the emotional environment they offer, the
education they provide—influences not only their child, but also the four generations to follow. The example of
Jonathan Edwards shows just how rich that legacy can be.

©Mark W. Merrill and www.familyfirst.net. All rights reserved. Adapted and used with permission.

18 Creative Bible Lessons in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




